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Please join Dan Hopkins, owner of GrassTrack Safaris and our partner in Zimbabwe, Imvelo Safari 
Lodges for The Great Elephant Safari.  On this unique journey we’ll spend 13 days following 
ancient elephant migration routes as we learn about the natural history, ecology and 
conservation issues facing Africa’s elephants.  Mark Butcher, owner of Imvelo, will join us for a 
day of village visits to learn about their vital role in conservation and to see how local 
communities live among elephants. 
 
In 1930, as many as 10 million wild elephants roamed the African continent. But decades of 
poaching and conflict have decimated the African elephant population, leaving less than 
415,000. But not all the news is bad.  Botswana & Zimbabwe are home to nearly 200,000 
elephants, the largest population in Africa.  We’ll witness great congregations of elephants in 
Botswana’s Chobe National Park and Zimbabwe’s Hwange National Park, enjoy the splendor 
of Victoria Falls, and experience the amazing diversity of Africa’s wildlife. 

 
Imvelo Safari Lodges has been at the forefront of community conservation in Zimbabwe since 
1996.  By building some of their camps and safari lodges on communal land bordering Hwange 
National Park, their ultimate goal is to create a symbiotic relationship between local 
communities, responsible tourism, and conservation.  This in turn promotes conservation of the 
local wildlife and natural resources and encourages sustainability for these village communities 
while at the same time adding significantly to the safari experience. 

Only one departure for this unique safari:  Oct 15 - 27, 2021 

Limited to 6 participants ~ Registration Deadline: March 1, 2021 
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Oct 15-16, 2021 | Chobe National Park, Botswana | Chobe Game Lodge  

 
Welcome to Johannesburg! You will be met at the door of your aircraft with your name on a 
paging board and assisted through immigration, baggage collection and customs. You will 
then be shown to your onward flight to Kasane, Botswana.  Upon arrival in Botswana, we will 
be transferred to Chobe National Park and our lodging for the next two nights, the Chobe 
Game Lodge. 
 
Chobe National Park is synonymous with 
elephant, its reality the unforgettable 
sightings of gentle giants frolicking in the 
waters, or moving slowly through desert-
like stretches of sand, ears flapping to 
the slow rhythm of nature. Here in their 
natural environment, the splendor of 
majestic creatures can truly be 
appreciated. Chobe National Park 
boasts four distinctly different eco- 
systems: the spectacular Chobe 
floodplain and river to the northeast, the Savute Marsh in the west, the Linyanti Swamps in the 
northwest and, in-between, the hot dry hinterland of Nogatsaa and Tchinga.  With an 
elephant population well in excess of 40,000 (reputedly the largest in the world), Chobe's river 
and floodplain area ranks among Africa's premier safari destinations. 
 
In addition to the massive herds of elephant, the park is home to the more unusual, shy 
antelope species such as roan, sable, tsessebe, eland and red lechwe.  Rare Chobe bushbuck 
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and puku make an appearance, and high densities of lion, leopard, spotted hyena and 
cheetah complete the safari experience.  During the dry season months of May to October 
the floodplains of the river support large herds of Cape buffalo. Woven into a melodious 
tapestry, the sounds of over 450 bird species merge with the harsher call of the big game, and 
the chatter and alarm calls of the inhabitants.  Between September and March, the migrant 
breeding season, Chobe becomes a bird-lovers heaven, under a blanket of color and 
harmony. 
 
Chobe Game Lodge, on the banks of the 
Chobe River, is the only safari lodge within the 
Chobe National Park, and boasts panoramic 
views over the waters and into the Namibian 
floodplains. This trend-setting lodge provides 
an intimate experience despite its size. The 42 
river-facing rooms are comfortably 
appointed and are vibrant and colorful. 
Spacious main areas exude a Moroccan 
theme, the fabrics and lanterns ensuring cool 
comfort and attractive style. Dinners are 
served in the dining area, alongside the river 
or in private nooks on the expansive 
boardwalk.  
 
Between exciting game drives, boat safaris 
and sunset cruises, perhaps cool off in the 
pool or keep an eye out for elephant, hippos 
and crocs, regularly seen from the lodge. 
Being the only lodge in the reserve, guests 
have the benefit of exclusivity before the park 
gates open to the public. 
 
Overnights | Chobe Game Lodge 
Meals | Full Board (drinks incl) 
Activities | Games Drives, boat excursions on Chobe River 
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Oct 17, 2021 | Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe | Batonka Guest Lodge   
 

 

This morning we will have a private transfer from the Chobe Game Lodge to Victoria Falls, 
Zimbabwe to the Batonka Guest House, our lodging for the next night.  We’ll have the 
afternoon to explore the trails along the rim of the Falls, walk through Victoria Falls Town and 
barter for souvenirs at the local market, enjoy a sunset cruise on the Zambezi River or simply 
relax! 

The Victoria Falls is created by the Zambezi River which forms the boundary between Zambia 
and Zimbabwe.  In the local Kololo language it is known as Mosi-oa-Tunya, or “The Smoke that 
Thunders”.   The name says it all for when the river is high the Falls are at their most magnificent 
as the towering column of spray and thunder of cascading water can be heard miles away.   

What makes the Falls so stunning is not only the sheer volume of water flowing over it 
(145,000,000 gallons every minute), but also its incredible breadth.  Where the river meets the 
cliff, the Falls is over a mile wide making it the longest curtain of water on the planet.  This water 
tumbling across such a long expanse falls over 300 feet before crashing into the canyon 
below, creating what is considered one of the natural wonders of the world.  Victoria Falls is a 
National Park and a World Heritage Site.  Through millions of years of erosion, the Zambezi River 
has created a series of waterfalls, each slightly upstream of the previous one.  The present 
Victoria Falls will eventually give way to a new waterfall.  This process is already starting at the 
Devil's Cataract on the Zimbabwe side.  Evidence of the previous waterfalls can be seen in 
the zig-zagging gorges downstream of today's Victoria Falls. 
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Batonka Guest Lodge - Located in a quiet 
residential suburb of Victoria Falls, Batonka 
Guest House is a short distance from the 
Victoria Falls rainforest entrance and the 
town center.  The guest lodge now houses 27 
en-suite rooms and each room is well-
appointed for guests’ comfort. 
 
Sixteen of the rooms overlook the manicured 
lawns which lead down to the swimming 
pool, all are en-suite with shower and bath 
and private patio. The additional 11 rooms 
are garden facing surrounded by indigenous 
trees perfect for birdwatching from the cool 
shade of your spacious private patio. All 
rooms are en-suite double basin and shower. 
Attractive central spaces include a dining 
area, lounge and bar, where wholesome 
meals can be enjoyed indoors or on the 
outdoor terrace overlooking the pool. When 
not out exploring the town and surrounds, 
perhaps unwind on Batonka’s expansive 
veranda’s or soak up the sun in a lounger by the pool and enjoy the sounds of the African 
Bush. 
 
Overnights | Batonka Guest Lodge 
Meals | Bed & Breakfast (drinks excl) 
Activities | Victoria Falls walk, boat cruise, markets (all optional) 
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Oct 18 – 20, 2021 | Hwange National Park | Bomani Tented Lodge   

 
This morning we depart VF and head south to Hwange National Park.  Our next 3 nights will be 
at the Bomani Tented Lodge situated on community land adjacent to the park.  During our 
stay we’ll have game drives and a special visit from Mark “Butch” Butcher, owner of Imvelo 
Safari Lodges who will give a presentation on elephant conservation in Hwange.  Butch will 
join us on a local village tour where we’ll meet the head chief, visit a school and learn how 
locals live with wildlife.  We’ll also spend time on game drives (during the day and at night) 
and have the opportunity for guided bush walks. 
 
Elephant Express - From Victoria Falls, you will 
be transferred by road (2.5 hours) to Dete 
Siding where you will board the Elephant 
Express for a relaxed ride down the railway line 
across Hwange, game viewing all the way into 
camp. Light lunch and drinks will be served on 
board. The Elephant Express is a one-of-its-kind 
24 seat private rail car that traverses the historic 
colonial era railway line which runs along the 
edge of Hwange National Park and onward to 
Victoria Falls. Game is often seen during the 
journey.  The northern section runs through magnificent indigenous hardwood forest, while the 
southern section crosses the Ngamo Plains and ancient palm forests.  The rail car seats 22 
passengers and has a chemical toilet. 
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Hwange National Park - Royal hunting 
grounds in the 19th century and 
declared a national park in 1929, today, 
Hwange is Zimbabwe's largest game 
reserve. Protecting some 5600 sq miles, 
Hwange is in fact as big as Northern 
Ireland.  Vast stretches of wilderness, 
extend from horizon to horizon and form 
part of the ancient migration route 
between Hwange and Northern 
Botswana's Chobe and Linyanti regions. 

This diverse landscape of mopane and 
teak forests, semi-desert scrubland and 
granite hills is inhabited by a wide variety 
of mammals and birds. Although a year-
round destination, Hwange is particularly 
appealing during the winter months 
(April to October) when large 
concentrations of animals flock to 
artificially pumped waterholes as the 
seasonal pans dry out.  The park's 
network of waterholes sustains life when 
natural sources of water are 
unavailable.   

Hwange has always been renowned for its incredible diversity of wildlife, and to this day it 
boasts more varieties of mammal and bird species than any other Zimbabwean National Park.  
There are over 100 species of mammals, including 19 large herbivores such as buffalo, eland, 
sable, giraffe, zebra, and wildebeest.  Hwange supports a healthy population of lions, 
cheetahs, leopards, wild dogs and some rhinos.  Over 400 bird species have been recorded 
here.  However, the area is particularly famous for its population of elephant, some 44,000 
strong that dominate all the water points in the dry season.    Combined with the elephants of 
northern Botswana this is the world’s largest contiguous elephant population and a flagship 
for the Kavango Zambezi Trans Frontier Conservation Area.   

Village Visit with Mark “Butch” Butcher - During our stay at Bomani, Butch will give us a 
presentation on elephant conservation.  Butch join us on a village visit where we’ll learn about 
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the successes and challenges of community-
based tourism and conservation from the 
front-line villages located directly on the 
border of Hwange National Park.  Historically, 
indigenous rural communities received very 
little direct benefit from Zimbabwe’s booming 
tourism industry. For the rural villager living next 
to a national park, wildlife was by no means 
an attraction: elephants ate their crops and 
lions killed their livestock. The animals were 
problematic and something to neither 
encourage nor protect. Tourists were just 
people that traveled past in buses who 
sometimes waved but spent their money 
elsewhere.  We’ll also visit Ngamo School, in 
a nearby village, and walk to school with the 
local kids, arriving to attend school assembly.  
Meet with the local village headman, 
Johnson Ncube as well as the school 
headmasters to hear more about the what 
village life is like on the border of Hwange 
National Park.  Mark Butcher and his team of 
guides and lodges have worked for 20 years 
to change that paradigm by ensuring local 
communities benefit from tourism and 
conservation. 

 
Bomani Tented Lodge This charming camp is 
located in a private concession outside 
Hwange National Park, overlooking the 
Bomani Pan.  It’s a beautiful area dotted with 
wetlands and savannah, supporting an 
abundance of wildlife. There are 4 spacious 
Spurwing suites located on ground level and overlooking the lodge waterhole. The 5 Saddlebill 
tents are on raised wooden decks with views over grasslands.  Unpretentious and welcoming, 
the central areas include a dining area, lounge, bar and viewing deck where guests can 
socialize between game experiences, while admiring the vistas. A splash pool is set in a raised 
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wooden deck overlooking the waterhole. Congregate at the fire pit for pre-dinner drinks, and 
then enjoy delicious candlelit dinners under the stars.  Night game drives and walks are 
conducted in the concession, and day drives enter  Hwange through a private gate. 
 
Overnights | Bomani Tented Lodge 
Meals | Full Board (drinks incl) 
Activities | Day and night game drives, Bush walks, Village visit 
 

 
Oct 21-23, 2021 | Hwange National Park | Jozibanini Tented Camp 
 

 
Following our early morning tea or coffee, we’ll say our goodbyes to Bomani and start our 
journey to our next destination: the wild and remote Jozibanin Tented Camp. We’ll pack jour 
day packs for a full day trip into the park for Imvelo’s one of a kind ‘pump run’ with a picnic 
and siesta under the trees at Mfagazaan Pan.  Pump runs combine game viewing in remote 
areas of the park with practical hands-on conservation.  Guests can assist their guide with day-
to-day maintenance at the borehole pumps which are the heartbeat of Hwange National 
Park and its wildlife. After the last pump and waterhole has been visited in the late afternoon, 
head to Jozi from there, arriving at our rustic and wild camp at dusk.  Freshen up and enjoy 
refreshments at the campfire before enjoying a 3-course dinner.   
 
The ecosystem here is semi-desert, akin to the Kalahari in neighboring Botswana. Ancient 
windblown fossil sand dunes are separated by shallow valleys where elephant paths have 
compacted the terrain, providing the opportunity for game viewing by mountain bike. The 
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Jozi project has helped protect and conserve 
hundreds of acres of remote park, and regular 
traffic on the route has translated into reliable 
support for both the parks, pump attendants, 
and about 25% of Hwange’s thirsty wildlife in 
the dry season.  
 
During the dry season (June-October), 
Jozibanini is an elephant mecca as large 
numbers visit the waterhole in front of the 
camp.  There’s lots to during our stay here 
including classic game drives, tracking 
elephants and other game on foot, watching game from Jozi’s unique “look up blinds”, and 
even mountain biking on paths elephants have created over many years (biking is slow and 
non-technical). 
 
Look up Blind - By modifying a standard steel shipping container, including fitting it with a flush 
loo, and sinking it deep into the Hwange sands, Imvelo has created a cool, secure place from 
which to watch wildlife coming to drink at the Jozibanini waterhole.  Wathcing elephants and 
other wildlife from a “toe level” experience is an amazing thrill.  Over full moons guests can 
even spend the evening in the blind watching the wildlife come down to drink with a 
backdrop of stars in a crystal-clear sky.  This unique perspective makes for incredible photos 
and videos. 
 
Jozibanini Tented Camp Situated in the 
remote south west of Hwange National Park in 
a wilderness unused for nearly 20 years, Jozi is 
a small, truly exclusive adventure camp in a 
truly wild place, providing a unique, untamed 
wilderness experience.  Only the wildlife and 
the park rangers who look after it frequent this 
area, once roamed by San people.  Guest 
accommodation consists of only 3 tents: one 
double bedded and two twin bedded tents 
on raised wooden decks tucked under shady camelthorn trees and shepherds bush.  Each 
tent has bucket showers and flush toilets en-suite with an open-topped verandah wide 
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enough to take a bed out for nights under the 
stars.  The tents overlook Jozibanini Pan and 
dining is informal ‘fly camp style’ out under the 
stars. 
 
Overnights | Jozibanini Tented Camp 
Meals | Full Board (drinks incl) 
Activities | Day and night game drives, Bush 
walks, Mountain biking 
 
 
 
 

 
Oct 24-26, 2021 | Hwange National Park | Nehimba Lodge   

 

 
An early morning wake-up with coffee or tea and breakfast before heading off on foot for 
some elephant tracking around Jozibanini.  On returning to camp, we’ll pack up for our small 
aircraft flight to the spectacular Nehimba Lodge in the Northern part of Hwange National Park.  
Luggage and weight restrictions apply on our flight.  
 
Nehimba is situated right on the edge of the mopane woodlands of northern Hwange and 
the Kalahari sandveld of the west and offers a full spectrum and diversity of fauna. The 
topography here is entirely different from the south of the park, with kopjes, some rolling hills 
and thick mopane forests. In addition, the elephant hunting lions of this area are famous.  The 
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area is well watered so is host to large 
numbers of animals throughout the year but 
particularly during the dry season. 
 
During our stay at Nehimba, we’ll pack day 
packs and head out with their guide for game 
drives and walks, exploring this beautiful 
Northern part of Hwange National Park.  Stop 
off at the Nehimba Seep for a mid-morning 
tea and cookies break. The seep is an ancient 
source of water once used by the San 
Bushmen historically as well as being a 
place where elephant still dig for water and 
minerals.  Return to the lodge for a leisurely 
lunch and then siesta or perhaps relax by 
the lodge swimming pool, frequented by 
Hwange's thirsty herds during the dry 
season.  Later in the afternoon, head out on 
a game drive within the park, ending with 
cool refreshments and canapés at sunset 
over one of this area's famed waterholes. 
 
Back at camp our guests can enjoy a relaxing bath or shower to freshen up before the three-
course dinner in the main lodge area, followed by reliving the days' safari around the campfire 
and later fall asleep to the sounds of the African bush around you. 
 
Deep in a private concession tucked inside 
the remote northern region of Hwange 
National Park hides Nehimba Lodge. By 
combining luxury living with ultimate 
elegance and African charm, this lodge is 
designed to create the most exceptional 
safari experiences. The main guest area 
and 7 spacious guest accommodations are 
thatched tents built on teak decks 
overlooking the magnificent lodge pan – a 
favored spot frequented by a variety of wildlife and large numbers of elephants, particularly 
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in the dry season. Each thatched tent has a 
private balcony, en-suite bathroom with an 
outdoor shower, hot running water, and 
electricity provided by the camp’s generator.  
The main lodge includes a swimming pool and 
free Wi-Fi. This comfortable camp boasts the 
best pool in Hwange as the elephants that 
frequent it will testify. 
 
Overnights | Nehimba Lodge 
Meals | Full Board (drinks incl) 
Activities | Day and night game drives, walking safaris 
 
 
 Oct 27, 2021 | Departure   
 
This morning our adventure ends and we’ll be transferred to the airstrip for our light aircraft 
flight to the Victoria Falls Airport and our connecting flights home.  Luggage and weight 
restrictions apply on our flight.  
 
 

~ End of Services ~ 
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Rate:  $7735.00  
 

Confirmation of this safari requires a minimum of 3 guests with a maximum of 6.  Deadline to register is 
March 1, 2021.  A 20% non-refundable deposit is required to confirm booking and due within 7 days of 
receiving an invoice from GrassTrack Safaris.  Your deposit will be refunded only if safari is cancelled 
due to lack of interest.  Once 3 clients are confirmed, deposit will not be refunded.  Full balance due by 
July 1, 2021.  Other terms & conditions apply. Itinerary may change depending on weather conditions 

and wildlife movements.  We reserve the right to change safari rate due to unforeseen increases in 
government taxes or other fees. 

 
INCLUDES:   

• Lodging, meals and local drinks as indicated 
• Activities as indicated  
• English speaking, professional guides 
• All road transfers 
• Internal flights from Jozibanini to Nehimba and from Nehimba to Victoria Falls 

Airport; 
• Chobe & Hwange National park fees 
• Laudry (except at Batonka Guest Lodge & Jozibanin Tented Camp) 
• Current government taxes/fees 

 
EXCLUDES:  

• International flights to Kasane, Botswana and from Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe 
• Pre- or post-safari accommodation/extensions 
• Premium drinks/wine 
• Meals/drinks at Batonka Guest Lodge  
• Victoria Falls park fees/activities 
• Any optional activities not indicated in itinerary 
• Entry visas 
• Travel insurance (compulsory for booking) 
• Staff & guide gratuities 
• Personal items 

 
 

For more information, please contact Dan Hopkins (dan@grasstracksafaris.com ) 
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~ ABOUT YOUR GUIDES ~ 
 

Mark “Butch” Butcher 
Although Butch manages the safari lodges and 
community relations for our Wild Zimbabwe 
Safari, he spends as much time as he can with 
guests in the bush, or at least to share stories in 
the lodges. His wildlife career started in 1979, 
when he became a ranger for the Department 
of National Parks and Wildlife Management. He 
completed a BSc in Zoology and Botany at 
Rhodes University, before moving on to work for 
Zimbabwe’s Forestry Commission. As a 
Provincial Wildlife Officer, Butch was responsible 

for all the wildlife that roamed within 1.8-million acres of indigenous forest. Whilst undertaking 
this enormous task, he quickly discovered how essential the local people’s support was to the 
wellbeing of the ecosystem. Butch began to develop programs that would engage the local 
people who have quickly realized the financial prosperity from shared park fees and visits from 
safari travelers thereby generating a vested interest among communities of protecting wildlife 
and the natural ecosystems.   
 

Dan Hopkins 
Dan is the owner of GrassTrack Safaris, an 
adventure travel company specializing in creating 
authentic journeys into the African wilderness.  He 
first traveled to Africa in the late 1980’s on 
expedition-style camping safaris and has returned 
to Africa on over a dozen safaris.  These early trips 
serve as the inspiration for the safaris he offers 
clients: a unique, off-the-beaten path experience 
of the African wilderness.  The safaris Dan creates 

will appeal to any adventurous traveler looking to experience wild animals in wild places.  
Besides organizing safaris for private clients, Dan has taught courses on Africa for the Osher 
Program at Dartmouth College and has led safaris to Botswana and Namibia for the Osher 
Program as well as private safaris to South Africa and Tanzania.  He holds Masters degrees in 
Zoology from Colorado State and in Biochemistry from Dartmouth College. 
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~ MAP OF OUR SAFARI ROUTE ~ 


